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For me, this summer is marking a period of great change, which brings an 
opportunity for reflection.  I decided it was time to shake up my life!  My 
daughter graduated from  high school and starts college in the fall, I am 
leaving my job of five years and joining a firm where I will be challenged 
by a new area of litigation practice, and we are finally taking a vacation, 
heading back to Maui which we have not visited since we moved to Port-
land in 2002.  Even as I complain about how hectic my life is right now, I 
know that for many of you it is even worse.  At least Iôll be sipping mai tais 
on the beach next week while I get a sunburn!  This will be a sentimental 
trip and those of you who visited me when I lived on Maui will know that 
I will be thinking fondly of you while Iôm there, reliving those wonderful 
memories, especially eating Chart House Mud Pie at sunset! 

 Sometimes remodeling your life is a great way to gain a new per-
spective, get out of a rut, take a chance, and learn something new.  We 
need to keep learning and growing to stay competitive in this field.  I have 
heard so many of my paralegal contemporaries talk about feeling stag-
nant in their work, longing for a new challenge.  We applaud those of you 
who have taken new positions, gone into law firm/paralegal management, 
and gone back to college.  If youôve been keeping an eye on our job bank, 
you know there are opportunities out there.   

 I am sure Shari Bynum and Chris Porter will tell you that attend-
ing the 2007 NALA Convention in New Orleans this month was exciting 
and  motivating because spending quality time with ones peers is invigor-
ating.  Remember that your connections with PNPA members and ven-
dors are a great way to explore these avenues ï in fact, that is how my 
new job came about, a connection through PNPA.   

 I first joined PNPA in 1990 and became involved with the Board 
until I moved in 1994.  When I returned to Oregon in 2002, I was able to 
rely on connections with PNPA members to get job interviews and receive 
mentoring support as I transitioned back into Oregon law and procedure.  
Those connections have never failed me ï they wonôt fail you.  Aside from 
meeting some incredible people who have become personal friends, the 
professional and educational opportunities offered by membership in this 
professional association are invaluable.  Whatôs the catch?  You need to be 
involved in the organization to make these connections, to meet these 
amazing paralegals who tomorrow might help you find your dream job!  
Remember, you are welcome to attend our Board meetings and our Legal 
Alliance Dinner Seminars are a great way to meet other PNPA members 
and members of the legal community and getting CLE credit at the same 
time.      I hope you are having a great summer!   Aloha a hui ho (best 
wishes until we meet again).  

      Sandra Hatch, CP, President 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST PARALEGAL 
ASSOCIATION  

MISSION STATEMENT  

The mission of the Pacific Northwest Paralegal Association is to: 

1. Promote utilization of paralegals;  

2. Develop alliances with association members, NALA, and other 

 legal professionals and members of the legal community; 

3. Encourage high standards of ethical conduct; 

4. Encourage high standards of professional responsibility; 

5. Provide access to continuing legal education to enhance the  skill 

 and knowledge of paralegals and other legal professionals; 

6. Support the programs and purposes of NALA; and, 

7. Encourage leadership, mentoring, and networking with all legal 

 professionals. 

 


